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Just a Note 
This is a really fun way to assign 
a book report.  The  kids do the 
written portion of the report on 
the outside of the bag, and then 
place five items that represent 
something important in the 
story inside the bag.  It’s a good 
way to introduce symbolism. 
Students use large grocery store 
bags, so these do take up quite a 
bit of room.  I grade them and 
send them home as soon as each 
student presents. 
                             Shari 
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First, You 
need to get 
a brown 
paper 
grocery 
bag.  If you 
don’t have 
one at 
home, you 
can get 
one at the 
grocery 
store. 
 
Front cover: 
•The title 
•The author 
•An 
illustration 
showing an 
important 
event in 
the book 
•A caption 
explaining 
the 
illustration 
•Your name 
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setting 
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Left side–
problem & 
resolution 
 
Write a 
good 
paragraph 
explaining 
the main 
problem in 
the story 
and how 
this  
problem 
was 
resolved.  
Remember, 
you are 
looking for 
the main 
problem – 
don’t get 
bogged 
down in 
details. 
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Inside the bag  
 

Place five items that 
represent an 
important event in 
the book.  Each item 
needs to be symbolic 
of an main character, 
setting, problem, or 
event in the story.  
Describe these items 
and what they 
represent under the 
summary on the back 
of the bag. 
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Requirement Points 

Front Cover –  

Title, Author, Illustration, Caption, Your Name 

10 

Right Side –  

Three main characters with descriptions 

10 

Right Side – Setting  

(Time, Place, Context) 

10 

Left Side – Problem  

(What is the problem and who does it affect?) 

10 

Left Side – Resolution  

(How was the problem resolved – be specific) 

10 

Back Side – Summary of the book  

(Beginning, Middle, End) 

15 

Back Side – Item Descriptions  

(Description, Symbol for…, Why you included it) 

15 

Oral Presentation  

(Stand up straight, eye contact, clear, loud voice, and presentation) 

20 

Totals 100 
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Paper bag book report rubric 
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According to the Terms of use set 

forth by many of the artists whose  

graphics and fonts I use I must credit 

them here for all of their fabulous 

work.  Be sure to check them out!  

 
Please note that all ideas and activities found in 
this packet are the  intellectual activity of me, 
Shari Bithell and are intended for classroom use 
only  solely for the purchaser.  
 
Feel free to  show samples or pictures on your 
blog please just credit me by linking back to my 
TPT store.   
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http://www.kevinandamanda.com/fonts/freescrapbookfonts


I hope you and your students 
enjoy these Paper Bag Book 
Reports nearly as much as my 

students have.   
If you have any questions, 

comments, concerns or 
suggestions, feel free to email 

me at sbithell70@gmail.com.  
 

If you are happy with this 
download please leave me 

feedback on  
Teachers Pay Teachers.  

 
Shari    
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